- 


EVIDENCES 


8 > 2 0 F A 


. 


And the InyLUBNCE * 


bei Angels carefully examin d: 


. InAnewes. to 


* 


Mr. Caunns Piſceurſe on Mitacles wy Mo 
F LEMING' J Animadverſions thereon, 


Wherein i is ben, od 4 


V That Mr. Pleming's Notion 
of evil Beings, of the Ma- 


gicians of Egypt, the Witch 


of Ender, the Caſting *out 


evil Spirits; Acts xix. are all 


falſe Repreſentations. 


ö 


II. That Ir. Chubb has con- 


tradicted his ownPrincipls; 
and his Objections: anſwer d. 
8 


III. An Anſwer to Mr. Chubl's 
Queſtion in his Appenilix, 
viz. Whether the Doctrine 
of the future Exiſtence of 
Men, and a future Retribu- 

tion, were plainly taught 


by Moſes and the Fra⸗ 
Foes 


The DEISTS all in Confuſion. 
ien "gin Supps, and MorGan aint Mono 4 


— 


2 


— 


— — 


By Sees Heyrary * 


— 


£40 ND O N: | 

Printed for che Aron and ſold by bim at his'Houſe W 

Sun. Street, without Biſbopſgate, 171444ñ49«. N 
Ng | ee RI OSS * 


. | * p ; 2.4 
* %. 4.4 b 
— F g 1 , , =- 
" Y 4 * - N * * £ 
z 2 4 1 IL . 4 * F l 5 a bl — 


p - © 


e 


WIE DBBELDEDDD 


The Reaſon of my writing theſe follow- 
ing Lines is, becauſe theſe Gentlemen's 
Arguments, one againſt another, have 
convinced me that both of them are 
greatly miſtaken, in regard to Mira- 
cles and divine Revelation, in regard 
to the Power and Operation of invi- 
ſible Beings, and the natural Conclu- 
ſions to be deduced therefrom, agree- 
able to Scripture and Reaſon ; as I 
have ſhewn 1n theſe following Lines. 


INTRODUCTION. 


FI hhew the Deiſis what T write againſt Po- 
I ery and Calviniſm, concerning Tranſubſtan- 
tration, imputed Righteouſneſs, and Sin, the Equa- 
lity of God the Father and his Son, and the like; 
they tell me that theſe Things are ſoplainly contra- 
ry to every Man's Reaſon, that it is not worth while 
to examine into it. 

Tf I tell the Papiſts and Calviniſts, that the Deiſts 
are miſtaken concerning a divine Revelation ; they 
fay that is fo plain that it needs no Proof, 
and ſo they ſuppoſe my Labour needleſs. I tell the 
Arminians that the Papiſts, Calviniſts, and Deiſts 
are all miſtaken; they quill ſay they don't want 
to be informed of that, becauſe it is what they have 
Frequently endeavoured to prove, If I tell the Pa- 
piſts, Calviniſts, and Deiſts, that theſe Arminians 
are inconſiſtent to, and contradict themſel ves, they will 
ſay they well know the Truth of that, and therefore 
don't need to be informed of it. > 

And thus they all appear to one another to be miſ- 
taten: And tho they can reprove one another, yet 
none of them can defend themſelves; and, if I tell them 
how they all may become one, to be of one Mind, yet 
many of them, who are led by Bigotry and Intereſt, 
will have no regard to what T fay. They cannot ſay 
one Word againſt what I have advanc d in my former 
Pamphlets, againſt them. The Reverend Mr. Chand- 
ler, 1 underſtand, has reproached me to one of the 
Honourable Directors of the Eaſt India Company, 
perhaps in hopes of getting me out of my Employ- 
ment. His Hononour told me, that, Mr. Chandler ais 
that I wrote for Money; he ſpoke it as though 
what I wrote was not to be regarded, becauſe he war 
informed that I wrote for Gain: But pray Mr. 
Chandler, hat did you ever know me gain by.wwri- 
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INTRODUCTION. 
ting, but only Poverty, Diſgrace,and Loſs of Friends? 


as I doubt not is well known to you and ma 
other Gentlemen. You yourſelf expreſſed your Wonder 
what could induce me thus to write, but becauſe you 
thought .T ſupprſed, it to be my Duty, centrary to 
ay AW} By thy Words thou ſhalt be condemned: 
Mat. xi. 37. Suppoſe it is in your Power to hurt me 
and my Family, and thereby wound your own Con- 
ſcience, do you think there is no God to reveng» ſuch 
In Juries? 1 wiſh for your Repentance and Reforma- 
tion, rather than your being puniſhed. One of the 
two you may be ſure willtake Place. 
Suppoſe you had thought me miſtaken, when I in- 
formed the World that you miſrepreſented the Moral 
Philoſopher, and put worſe Conſtructions on that 
Author's Words than they would bear. Will that juſ- 
tify you in Backbiting your Neighbour ? Would it 
not be better to inform the World of my Miſtake, 
F you could? and if you cannot do that, then I think 
it would be your Wiſdom to acknowledge your Faults, 
rather tban to * yourſelf to Backbiting. 
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S MIRACLES 


Real Evipences of a 


Diving REVELATION. 


NR. Chubb, in his Diſcourſe on Mira- 

8 cles, does ſuppoſe that no Miracles 
can prove any divine Revelation; 
bdecauſc Miracles muſt be ſuperna- 
* 99 & tural, and ſo muſt be ſuppoſed to 
be wrought by God, or ſome inviſible inferior Pow- 
er, If wrought by God, then he ſuppoſes it would 
extend to all univerſally, who ſtand in need of it; 
becauſe he is the common Parent ofall Mankind ; 
and as a divine Revelation is not ſuppoſed to extend 
to all Mankind, fo he thinks ſuch a partial Reve- 
lation cannot be from him, | | 

And he farther ſuppoſes, that if this Revelation 
may be ſuppoſed to be confirmed to us by any in- 
ferior Being or Beings, that on this Suppoſition, 
we cannot be certain whether they have not 
wrought theſe Miracles to deceive us. According 
to theſe Conſiderations he imagines that Miracles 
can prove nothing in favour of a divine Revela- 


tion, Mr. Fleming in his Animadverſions on Mr. 


Cbubb's Reaſoning, has ſuppoſed, that no real Mira- 
tas: 2 


FH | 
cle can be- wrought by wa Being to deceive ; that 
is, that God cannot be ſuppoſed to give any invi- 
ſible Being Power ſo to do. This he ſeems to 
imagine is a ſufficient Anſwer to Mr. Chubb in this 
Cafe, though 1 believe the contrary will appear 
by-and-bye. 

Now, that I may put this Controverſy into a ſhort 
and clear Light; I ſhall firſt provethat Mr. Fleming's 
Notior is contrary to Scripture and Reaſon; and 
naturally tends to ſtrengthen Mr. Chubb and others 
in their Unbelief of a divine Revelation. 

Secondly, I ſhall attempt to proye that Mr. 
Chubb is greatly miſtaken, even according to his 
own Principles; and anſwer his Objections. 

Thirdly, Some Remarks on his Appendix. 

Fir/?, Tam to prove that Mr. Fleming's fore. 
mentioned Opinion, is contrary to Scripture and 
Reaſon, and naturally tend, to ſtrengthen Mr.Chubb 
and others in their Unbelief of a divine Revela- 
tion. | i , 

Mr. Fleming's Suppoſition is, that no Creature 
can work a real Miracle to delude and deceive. 
P. 22. he ſays, God cannot communicate to any 
ſuch a Power (ſpeaking of raiſing the Dead.) This 
he thinks would confound and deſtroy the higheſt 
Evidence of God's own Supremacy andDominion. 
If this be the Caſe, then he imagines that God 
has not made the Reaſon of Things the Rea- 
ſon and Rule of his Actions in all his Dealings with 
his Creatures. | ; 
Why Mr. Fleming, what bad Conſequence will 
attend God's giving his Creatures Power to work 
real Miracles, to delude and deceive? In P. 31. 
You yourſelf do ſuppoſe with Mr, Chubb, that if 
Men would rightly uſe and follow their Under- 
ſtanding, they would be guarded and hon 
wiziia fa toons onen Ifiter e to 
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from every. Deluſion, though backed with the 
Power of an evil Angel. This you fay will fully vin- 
dicate the divine Government, in not interpoſing ; 
all Men having a ſufficient Security againſt De- 
luſions. If this is the Caſe, then pray how can 
you make it out, that tis contrary to God's Per- 
fections for him to give his Creatures Power to 
work real Miracles to deludeand deceive? For who 
in this caſe would be deluded and deceived ? They 
only who did not rightly uſe and follow their Uu- 
derſtandings. Don't this Part of your Conceſſion 
exactly agree with Mat. xxiv. 24 ? Our Lord there 
tells us, - 2 falſe Chriſts and falſe Prophets ſhall 
ariſe, and ſhall ſhew great Signs and Wonders, ſo 
that if it were poſſible they ſhould deceive the very 
Ele& : That is, as I underſtand it, it is impoſſible to 
deceive them by Miracles, who do rightly uſe and 
follow their Underſtandings. In this Particular I 
think you and Mr. Chubb do agree to be of our 
Lord's Opinion: I wiſh I may always find you ſo. 
If I was to ſee a Man raiſed from the Dead, to 
prove that God made a Multitude of Creatures 
on purpoſe to damn them, I verily believe I ſhould 
not regard ſuch a Miracle: Becauſe even the Light 
of Nature teaches us better Ideas of God. I be- 
lieve the Bible, not becauſe it has the Name of the 
Word of God; but becauſe I can ſee evident Marks 
of a Deſign in the Penmen thereof to promote 
true Virtue : Hereby it evidently appears that it is not 
contrary to God's Perfections, to give his Creatures 
Power to work real Miracles, though he ſhould not 
prevent their uſing this their Power to delude and 
deceive them who will not rightly uſe and follow 
their Underſtanding. You fay no Creature can be 
ſuppoſed to work a real Mracle to deceive and de- 
lude : But in Mat. iv. we find that the Devil had 
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Power to ſet our Lord on a Pinnacle of the 
Temple, which I think was a real Miracle; and 
it appears that it was done to deceive, and delude, 
and corrupt his innocent Mind, to prevail upon 
him to tempt God, Ver. 7. And Jalſo think that the 
Magicians of Egypt performed real Miracles tho' 
not ſo great ones, as Mc/es did. Be pleaſed to read the 
Text, Exod. vii, 10, 11, 12. And Aaron caſt down 
bis Rod before Pharaoh, and before his Servants ; 
and the Enchanters aid alſo in like Manner with | 
their Enchantments, for they caſt down every Man 
his Rod, and they were turned into Serpents. The 
Hiſtorian makes no Diſtinction in the Nature of 
the Miracle, that is, the Magicians Rods were as 
really turned into Serpents as Aaron's: There is 
no Difference mentioned in that Reſpect, only 
Aaron's Rod ſwallowed up or devoured their Rods. 
Give me leave to ſpeak freely to you Mr. Fleming. 
You pretend to believe the Bible to be divine, that 
is, that the Penmen were honeſt well meaning Men, 
and had no Deſign to deceive ; but if it is according 
to your Repreſentation, then this Penman did ac- 
tually deceive. This naturally ſtrengthens Mr. 
Chubb and others in their Unbelief. Why ſhould 
it be thought incredible that a Creature ſhould 
have Power to put Life into a dead Stick, any 
more than to cauſe Fire to riſe out of a Stone, 
Judg. vi. 2 1. Is it not as contrary to Nature to 
cauſe Fire to ariſe ont of a Stone, and conſume a 
Carcaſe and Bread without any natural Fuel, as it 
is to put Life into a dead Stick ? If you did not pre- 
tend to believe the Bible, I ſhould not thus write to 
you. If you fay this Miracle was not wrought 
to delude and deceive, to that I anſwer, No Being 
does loſe his natural Power by loſing his Innocen- 
cy,that we know of : And I think we may preſume 
that fallen Angels retain their natural Power, not- 

withſtanding 


(9) 
withſtanding they have ſinned : This may be the 
caſe, for any Thing you have ſhewn to the con- 
trary, and I think the Hiſtory of ob does furniſh 
us with a plain Proof that what I have ſaid is true; 
for there we find Satan cauſed Fire to come down 
from Heaven, to conſume Job's Sheep and Servants, 

0b. i. 16. This is repreſented to us as done by 
the Power of Satan; and Chap. ii. 7. it is ſaid that 
Satan ſmote Jeb with ſore Biles from the Sole of 
his Foot unto the Crown of his Head. Both theſe 
Inſtances are repreſented to us as done by an evil 
inviſible Power by the Hiſtorian,and were real Mi- 
racles done to deceive Job, that he might believe 
God was his Enemy, and made War againſt him. 
By this ſhort Account of this Caſe we learn that 
tho? evil Beings have retained their natural Power, 
notwithſtanding they have ſinned, and conſequent- 
ly can do great Miſchief; yet, there appears to be 
great Difference between God's governing his invi- 
fible World, and his governing Mankind. The for- 
mer are more reſtrained according to their natural 
Abilities than the latter are; that is, evil inviſible 
.Beings cannot, or elſe are afraid to uſe their natural 
Power, without a Grant from ſuperior Power. This 


is agreeable to every Caſe mentioned in the Bible, 


concerning theſe inviſible evil Beings. Tis ſaid that 
they believe and tremble ; and we don't find that 
Satan ever brought another Accuſation againſt 
Job, after this; ſo that we have Reaſon to believe 
Jeb conquered Satan in a Senſe like as our Lord 
did,by Sufferings andPatience, with this Difference: 
Jeb was made Amends in this World; and our 
Lord's Exaltation was not confined. to this Globe 
only, James v. 11. Ye have heard of the Patience 
of Job, and have known what End the Lord 
made: That is, as I underſtand -it; God made 
— | | "1 him 
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him Amends in this World, as a Reward of his 
Afflictions and Patience, as an Example for others. 
Theſe Conſiderations naturally teach us that your 
Notions of evil inviſible Beings, not being able and al- 
low d to work real Miracles to deceive, are ground- 
leſs and alſo very perniciousto theChriſtian Religion, 
becauſe thereby the ſacred Hiſtorians are naturally 
brought into Contempt, as not repreſenting to us 

the real Truth of thoſe Matters of Facts. They ſay 
theſe Things were really done, but you ſuppoſe 
that it was only done by {light of Hand or the like. 
You relate the Hiſtory of ſeven Men, who attempted 
to caſt out an evil Spirit, As xix. 13. and fol- 
lawing Verſes, P. 25. You ſuppoſe theſe evil Spi- 
rits to be Maladies ; but can any body in their 
Senſes believe that a Man diſtempered, could o- 
vercome ſeven Men, and tear their Clothes and 
Fleſh, and ſend them out naked and -wounded. 
Ver, 16. Whilſt you endeavoured to make theſe 
Things not to appear wonderful, you make 
them yet more wonderful; for tis not ſo much to 
be admired ar, that a Spirit ſhould overcome, ſtrip, 
and wound ſeven Men, as it is that a diſtempered 
Man ſhould thus do, or, which I think is the fame, 
a Man afflicted with Maladies. This Act of 
thoſe ſeven Men, you rank among the Jugglers, 
or thoſe who work by Slight of Hand : But you 
fay this Act of theſe ſeven Men was artfully done. 
Your Meaning I take to be this; theſe ſeven Men 
were Jugglers who wrought by Slight of Hand : 
But it is eaſy to ſee that theſe Men did not uſe the 
the Art of Southſaying, Juggling, or Slight of Hand. 
Jam fatisfied that all who pleaſe to examine this 
Hiſtory impartially, will ſee that you are wretch- 
_ edly. miſtaken, According to you theſe ſeven Men 

attempted by their Cunning or Slight of Hand, to 
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cure this Man of a certain Malady; for you ſay 
evil Spirit or Malady, which yon ſuppoſe to he the 
ſame; but they were ſo far from curing him, 
that notwithſtanding their Slight of Hand, he 
prevailed over them, and drove them out of the 
House naked and wounded ; and therefore I con- 
clude you.have miſtook this Caſe, as well as ſeveral 
others. As to what you have ſaid of Saul and the 
Woman of Endor, Sam: 28. you ſuppoſe all of 
it to be à mere Cheat, and nothing real in it. 
Now that I may convince you of your Miſtake 
in this Matter, I ſhall obſerve the following Things: 
Firſt, The: ſacred Hyſforian informs us, that 
this Woman had a familiar Spirit, Ver. 7. Where- 
by we are naturally led to imagine, that this Spirit 
was at her Command; how ſhe came by it that is 
another Queſtion. ; Stent! 5 
Secundiy, That ſhe knew nothing of Saul, or his 
Buſineſs, when he came firſt to her; and ſo had 
her Information from a ſupernatural Power. 
Thirdly, That however you imagine all thisto 
be a Cheat; yet that could not be Saus Nation 
of it, or elſe he would not have gone to her to 
r eat I 1b? 
Fourtbiy, The Hiſtorian lets us know that e- 
very Thing ſaid by the Perſon called Samuel, 
exactly came to paſs, Put theſe Things together, 
and conſider it well, and then I believe you will 
find yourſelf miſtaken in this Matter alſo: | 
Now you ſuppoſe that thoſe Things are 
Tricks, Juggles, and Impoſtures : Whereas the 
Hiſtorian gives it againſt you, as any impartial 
reaſonable; Perſon can eaſily fee, that it is related 
as Matter of Fact; and not as Juggles; and Slight 
of Hand. S0 what you have wrote tends natu 
rally to * as none who impartially 
. read 
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read theſe Texts my: think that the Hiſtorians meant 
you ſay they do. You tell us P. 21; that the raiſing 
the dead Perſon to Life, is an 


ect plainly above 
the natural Ability, or inherent Power of any 


Creature whatſoever ; and muſt be ſo if there be 


one firſt Cauſe, the Fountain of Life, and Being 

the ſovereign Arbiter and Diſpoſer of it. | 
Sir, I ſuppoſe by natural Ability, and inhe- 

rent Power, you mean a Power derived originally 


from the firſt Cauſe : And then the Queſtion is, 
Whether God has given any Creature Power to 
. Raiſe the Dead? Out Lord ſays, asthe Father raiſeth 


up the Dead, and quipgeneth them, Jo the Son 


quickeneth whom be wil, Joh. v. 21, This Text 


alone is ſufficient to prove, that Feſus Chrift had 
Power to raiſe the Dead; and as he is jaid to be 
the Beginning of the Creation of God, Rev. iii. 


5 14. that is Part of the Creation; for whatever i Is 
the Beginning of any Thing, muſt be Part of that 


Thing, of which it is the Beginning. Hereby 
you ſee yourſelf corrected and re proved: For you 
ſay, no Creature whatſoever; but here we find one 


Who has Power to raiſe the Dead, even whom he 


will. But it may be, you may ſay, you did not 
mean him? Anſwer then, you ought not to affirm, 
that no Creature whatſoever has ſuch Power as 


aforeſaid; and ſo it is owing to your Forgetful- 


neſs? If you mean no Creature beſides our Lord, 
even then you will find yourſelf miſtaken : For we 
find that the Prophets of old, and Chrift's Apoſtles, 


had Power to raiſe the Dead. But I can go one 
Step farrher, and can prove that evil Beings have 


had ſuch a Power, and have uſed it to deceive, 
Rev. xiii. 13. and following Verſes. There we find 
that the Beaſt there ſpoken of, wrought Wonders, 


in the 1 of Men, and deceived them that dyell 
on 


(13) 5 
on the Earth; making Fire to come down from 
Heaven in the Sight of Men, and by cauſing a 
dead Image, which the People had made, to have 
Life, and to ſpeak: And all this is repreſented as 
done to make the World more wicked: But theſe 
Things are fo plainly repreſented in Scripture, 
that to deny ſuch a Power to be commu- 
nicated to good and bad Creatures, is to me the 
ſame as to ſay the Penmen of the Bible have 
given us a falſe Account of theſe” Matters: And 
what Encouragement do ſuch Writers as Mr. 
Fleming gibe to thoſe Unbelievers to reject the 
Bible, though he pretended to write againſt 
them. | "087 
Thus I think I have ſufficiently proved, that 
your Notion of Miracles, is contrary to Scripture 
and Reaſon, and naturally tends to ſtrengthen 
Mr. Chubb, and others, in'their Unbelief? Some 
may conjecture that you are only a Derft in dif- 
guiſe : Becauſe you ſeem to go Partners with Mr, - 
Chubb, to render the ſacred Hiſtorians contempt- 
ible, as ſaying one Thing, and meaning another; 
or, in other Words, that theſe Hiſtorians ſhould 
think that theſe Things were done by Slight of 
Hand,and yet manifeſtly declare they were done by 
a ſupernatural Power, I hope you did not do 
wilfully, to contradict Truth. > 
When you write again, I deſire you to take care 
not to miſrepreſent the Author's Meaning, which 
you write againſt, You miſrepreſent Mr. Chubb's 
Reaſoning, in his P. 8. your P. 40. He fays Mira- 
cles are direct Evidences, and give a ſenſible Proof, 
not of Veracity, but only of a Power which at- 
tends the Actor: Any other Evidence, he ſays, 
muſt be by Deduction, or reaſoning upon the Cale ; 
but you have haſtily imagined that he meant that 
be nothing 


644) 
nothing could be known by Miracles but Power: 
As for Inſtance, if you ſee a Man raiſed from the 
Dead, the Act itſelf is! only an Act of, Power; 
but if the Perſon who thus exerciſed his Power, 
did deſign hy that Act. to render the Dgecaſed, and 
others, more happy thereby, then that is an Evi- 
dence of his Goodneſs : But if it js done onjy with 
View to make them miſqrable, then ſuch an Act 
zs only Cruelty ; and I think your Reaſoning on it 
only ſheys: that you did not attend to his Argu- | 
ment. I could produce ſevetal more Inſtances of 
she like Kind, had I Time; however you have 
twelled your Performance thereby. . 
A Miracle, as Mr.Chubb obſerves, only diſeovers 
the Power of the Acter, fill it js known 
What his Deſign is in his thus exerting his Power, 
and then it can be diſcerned whether he deſigned 
0 do good or hurt, by this Act of PowWet. 
Stronaly, this one Conſideration I think-is ſuf- 
F cient to anſwer, at leaſt, many of Mr. Chubb Ob- 
j;jections ggainſt Miracles being Evidences of a 
divine Revelation. Now all zeal Miracles ate 
acknowledged by all to be by the Power of ſome ſu- 
pernatural inviſible Being; and all Miracles muſt 
he ſuppoſed to be wrought to promote Virtue, or 
Vide, agreeable to what Mr. Chubb has affirm- 
5 ed, P. 23. That if Men would righily uſe and 
5 Jollbw theis , Underſtandinge, they would be guar- 
| ged and ſecured from every Deluſion, though 
Hacked with the Power of an evil Angel. As this 
Obſervation agrees with our Lord's, reaſoning 
of the Impoſſibilitjy of: the Elect's be- 
ing deceived by Miracles wrought by evil Beings, 
| Met. xxiv, 24. as before obſerved ; ſo this Con- 
| ideration - naturally ſuppoſes that Mr. Chubb 
F has contradicted. himſelf, -when he ſays, P. 32. 


we 
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we cannot poſſibly come to ahy Certainty; 
whether the Miracles referred to, be annexed to 
Truth or Falſhood. I ſay all his long Train of Ar- 
guments on this Head are wholly ſet aſide, by this 
one Conſideration, if one Miracle is wrought to 

romote Virtue, and another to encourage Vice. 
Sure, as Mr. Chubb allows, if we rightly uſe and 
follow our Underſtanding, we ſhall be guarded and 
ſecuted from every Deluſion, tho backed with the 
Power of an evil Angel: But perhaps Mr. Chubb 
means that our Underſtanding, when rightly fol- 
lowed, will be a ſufficient Guide to us, independant; 
of any Revelation ? This I think is his Scheme 
of Religion. ; as I think I have fully made appear 
in my Anſwer to Mr. Chubb's Book, called the true 
Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt aſſerted, to which he has 
never thought proper to reply. 6 PE > 
Give me leave to ſhew this Author's Miſtake; 
and I think Self-Contradiftion. He argues that 
Power alone is to be diſcerned in Miracles; that is, 
when a Miracle is wrought, the Beholders of itmay 
ſee the Effect of ſupernatural Power; but cannot, 
without Reaſoning, find out the Author of this 
Miracle's Veracity, Goodneſs, Mercy and the 
like. 80 far as this, I think Mr. Chubb is right, as 
P. 8. That is according to what he has obſerved: 
as before cited, viz, If we rightly uſe and follow 
our Underſtanding, we ſhall be guarded and fecured 
from every Deluſion, though backed with the 
Power of an evil Angel: But pray Mr. Chubb, if 
this is the Caſe, how can you fay, as'P. 32. that 
we. cannot poſſibly come to any Certainty whe- 
ther Miracles be annexed to Truth or Falſhood; 
whether performed by God, or ſome other invifi- 
ble Being; that is, as I underſtand you, when a Mi- 
racle is produced, the Beholders of it cannot tell 
98 whether 
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whether it is wrought by the Agency of God, or 
of the Devil: If this is the Caſe, what ſignifies the 
right Uſe of Men's Underſtandings, if after all 
they can't diſcern the Power of God, from the 
Power of the Devil. This I think muſt be your 
Meaning, becauſe you join God and other inferior 
Beings as being the ſame as Truth or Falſhood. 
This J call your turning out of the Way of Truth, 
the Ground and Foundation of your other Miſ- 
takes. Among Men it is eaſy to ſee good Actions 
from bad ones; andi if fo, then one would think 
it is much eaſier to diſcern the Actions of the all- 
perfect God from the Actions of the Devil: And 
then all your Reaſoning againſt Miracles being 
Evidences of a divine Revelation 1s entirely 

oundleſs. 2 (ad | 
Our-Lord, in Mat. xii. 24. and following Ver- 
ſes, ſuppoſes this of not diſtinguiſhing between 
the Power of God and the Power of theDeviltobethe 
Sinagainſt the Holy Ghoſt, if wilful. The meanin 
Itake to be this; the Operation of the Holy Gho 
is ſo infinitely different from that of Satan, in the 
Miracles wrought by the one and the other, that 
they muſt be without Excuſe, who will not own 
that there is a Difference between the Nature and 
Tendency of the Power of God, and the Power 
of the Devil ; when a Man will not (for I can- 
not ſuppoſe that there is any endowed with Rea- 
ſog who cannot) diſcern a manifeſt Difference be- 
tween the Operation of God and the working of 
the Devil: I fay, not to diſcern between theſe two 
plain Ideas, is ſuppoſed to be the higheſt Degree 
of Wickedneſs,that a Man can be guilty of in this 
World. I hope Mr, Chubb and Mr. Fleming's 
Miſtake in this Matter is not wilful; for they both 
agree, that if real Miracles are wrought by evil 
| Beings 
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Beings as well as good ones, that then the Power 
of God cannot be diſcerned from the Power 
of the Devil; which, if wilfu), is the very 
Nature of the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. If 
we will be ruled by Scripture and Reaſon,then we 
may ſee that they who love Vice, take Delight in 
being deceived: And ſo the Deceived in Matters 
of Religion, are guilty as well as the Deceiver. But 
frequently in other Caſes, it is otherwiſe ,theDeceiv- 
er in other Caſes is generally the only guilty Perſon. 

As in former Generations, the People deſired 
the Prophets to propheſy to them ſmooth Things; 
ſo even in our Days, many love ſuch Doctrine 
that encourages Licentiouſneſs: And ſo theſe People 
who are deceived, and their Teachers who de- 
ceive them, are both guilty. But if a Man de- 
ceives his Neighbour, to take away his Reputa- 
tion, or his worldly Goods, in theſe Caſcs the 
Deceiver is only Blame-worthy ; and therefore I 


think Mr. Chubb has not done well, in his thus 


comparing natural Deluſions with religious ones: 
Seeing he himſelf allows that religious Deluſions 
are owing to a want of our rightly uſing our Un- 
derſtandings; and it is manifeſt that Men may 
be deceived and deluded in worldly Affairs, tho" 
they make the beſt Uſe of their Underſtandings 
they can. This is one of Mr. Chubb's fine- ſpun 
Inconſiſtencies; and this is the Cauſe of another 
Error; namely, that if Men are as liable to De- 
ceptions in reſpect to another World, as they are 
as to the Things of the preſent, Life, then it na- 
turally follows, that ſome may be deceived out of 
their future Happineſs, tho' they cannot prevent 
it; and Deceivers may be happy, though they 
leaſt deſerve it: For we find this is frequently the 
Caſe, in reſpect to the Things of this World? 
And therefore though the Spider can deceive the 

a 0 Fly, 
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Fly, and Creatures round about us may delude, 
deceive, and ruin one another, yet, that is not a 
ſufficient Proof, that we cannot diſcern any real 
Difference, between Miracles wrought by a di- 
vine Power, or Miracles wrought by the Power 
of Devils: And therefore a divine Revelation 
may be confirmed by Miracles, notwithſtanding 
all Mr, Chubb has ſaid to the contrary: For what- 
ſoever Degree of Power any Being is poſſeſſed of, 
yet it is the Uſe of that Power, which muſt 
determine whether ſuch a Being is good or bad: 
This we ought to conſider by the way, that what- 
ſoever Degrees of Power, God: ſhall communi- 
cate to his Creatures yet he can controul their 
Power,by giving another ſuperior Power to them ; 
as was the Caſe with reſpect to Moſes and the Ma- 
gicians in Egypt, fee P. 14. And therefore Mr, 
Cbubb is miſtaken, when he ſuppoſes that a divine 
Revelation cannot be evidenced by Miracles; and 
Mr. Fleming is miſtaken to think all real Miracles 
were from God, P. 66, 67. Mr, Chubb tells us, 
that there are but two Ways by which a 
Revelation can be given univerſally ; as firſt, 
by the Creator's applying immediately to the 
Mind of every Individual of our Species, and there- 
by to reveal to every Individual the Truths in- 
tended to be made known. £5 | 
Hut this, he ſays, is foreign to his preſent Enqui- 
ry, P. 67. The other and the only way by which 
a Revelation can be given univerſally, he ſays, is 
by his applying immediately to the Mind of ſome 
one or more of our Species; and revealing to him 
or them the Truths intended to be made known, 
| as aforeſaid, and then applying immediately, byhim 
| or them to others, by requiring him or them, to 
reveal or publiſh thoſe Truths to others, and them 
| | „ 
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to others, and ſo on, till that Revelation is commu- 
nicated to all: If this were the Caſe, then he 
thinks the Revelation muſt labour under this Diſ- 
advantage, viz. it muſt be then in the Power of 
one Man to prevent or hinder many others from 
ſharing in the Benefits intended by that Revela- 
tion. I think Mr. Chubb has given a falſe and 
deluſive Account of this Matter; the ſame as 
though he ſhould ſay God ſent his Servants to 
work Miracles, to evidence the Truth of their 
Doctrine, and ſealed it with their own Sufferings 
and Blood: And yet it is impoflible to know 
whether they have not deceived and deluded us; 
notwithſtanding their Doctrine is every way agree- 
able to the Nature of Things, and to the Perfec- 
tions of God : Theſe Things ought to be taken 
into the Caſe, and his leaving them out is a ma- 
nifeſt Proof, that his Argument is deceitful, 

I have ſufficiently cleared. this Matter, in my 
firſt Anſwer to Mr. Chubb, which he has not 
thought proper to anſwer : Suppoſe we ſhould ſay 
St. Paul had a Revelation from God to make 
known to Men, and as a Sign thereof, he was 
impowered to work Miracles; and this he did, and 
ſealed it with his on Sufferings and Blood; and 
therefore none can tell whether he did not act on 
purpoſe for his own private Gain, to deceive and 
delude Mankind: Such an unnatural Conclufion 
as this, I think, would be juſt like Mr. Chubb's un- 
reaſonable arguing on this Head: For he well 
knows that they who wrought Miracles to con- 
firm a divine Revelation, ſuffered great Hardſhips ; 
and at laſt died in defence of thoſe Doctrines, which 
they taught and confirmed with Miracles. There is 
not therefore the leaſt Shadow-of Reaſon to judge, 
that though they had Power, as free Beings, to de- 
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ceive and delude, to promote their own private 
Intereſt, that they did thus uſe their Power, and 
therefore I think Mr. Chubb, who pretends ſo much 
to agree to and follow the Reaſon and Nature of 
'Thipgs, has herein contradicted. his own, ptofeſ- 
{ed Principles 3 this is the third Time that I have 
pablied againſt Mr. Chubb $ monſtrous Er- 
rors, | 
From theſe forementioned Contlentiione, 1 
obſerve that Mr. Fleming's Obſervation, P. 2 1. is 
pot juſt ; namely, that becauſe the Magicians 
could not cure themſclves, that therefore they 
could Work no real Miracle; is that a natural 
Concluſion, that becauſe they could not work e- 
very Miracle, that therefore they could. work no 
Miracle at-all 2... 
Again I obſerve, that the R Reaſon 4 Unbe- 
lievers of Chriſtianity, haye ſo much increaſed in 
the World, is, becauſe. they who have wrote in 
behalf of Ohriſtianity, have not ſufficiently remo- 
ved the Objections brought againſt it. Again 1 
obſerve, that one Reaſon Why Mr. Chubb and o- 
thers have ſuch ſtrong Prejudices againſt the Bible, 
is, becauſe they have not thoroughly and impar- 
tially conſidered it. Again I, obſerve, that they 
who maintain and mix Truth and Error together, 
can eaſily anſwer one another: But none of them 
are able to gainſay plain, Truth. I have wrote 
many Pamphlets only to promote real Truth, in 
anſwer to Mr. Newmen, Mr. Gill, Mr. Chubb 
three Times, Mr, Whitfield and Mr. Weſtley twice, 
Mr. Seagrave, Mr. Hallet, Mr. Fleming twice, 
Mr. Morgan, Mr, Chandler : Theſe Ten Gentle- 
men I have ſhewn to be greatly miſtaken, and 
moſt of them, I think, I have proved to be great 
| Wimper of iv, and Sure: of 
| | them- 
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themſelves, and yet none of them have hitherto 
thought proper to defend themſelves,,though I 
believe every one of them are now alive; + 
Mr. Chubb may here object and ſay, ſure I had 
no thought of ſinning againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
in writing theſe Suppoſitigns: Fo which I an- 
ſwer, Sir, don't you remember that our Lord ſaid 
to his Diſciples, that whoever rejected or deſpiſed 
them, rejected him; and they who rejected 
him, rejected or deſpiſed him that ſent 
him, Np his Father? The Meaning of 
which I think muſt be, that both he and 
his Diſciples diſcovered ſuch manifeſt Proofs of 
God's Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, that who- 
ever eould, or rather would not fee: and confeſs, a 
manifeſt Difference between their Power, and the 
Power of the Devil, muſt be without Excuſe, or, 
in other Words, were Diſpiſers of the only living 
and true God, contrary to theit own Convictions; 
| Now our Lord and his Diſciples, were not God 
himſelf, and conſequently were only the Dif- 
players of God's PerfeQions ; and by the ſame 

Rule other inferior Beings may diſplay the Per- 
fections of God as well as they, and hereby - 
we may naturally conclude, that it is eaſy to diſ- 
cern between the Servants of God, and the Ser- 
vants of the Devil: If this is the Caſe, then we 
are not at ſuch a vaſt Uncertainty concerning Mi- 
racles, wronght by inferior Beings, whether they 
were | annexed to Truth or Falſhood ; whether 
they were wrought by good or bad Beings; and 
ſo both you and every body elſe, Who make no 
Difference between the Power of God, and the 
Power of che Devil, muſt, I think, be without Ex- 
euſe, or at leaſt greatly Blame-worthy, However if 
I have miſunderſtood your Meaning, I hope you 
will endeavour to make me ſenſible of my Miſ- 
| | | take, 
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take, Mr. Fleming may alſo object and ſay, I ne- 
ver thought that I was ever guilty of ſuch an high 
Crime, as to commit the Sin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt 3'to which I anſwer, as I faid before, I 

it is not wilful: But yet I believe you can- 
not deny, bar that yaur Notion amounts to the 
lame in Senſe, that is, you ſuppoſe if God was to 
give an evil Being, Power to. work a real Miracle 
to deceive, that then God would confound and deſ- 
troy the higheſt Evidence of his own Supremacy 
and Dominion, and act contrary to the Nature of 
Things, Page 22. : 
Again it may be objected by Mr. Fleming, 
that thoſe in our Saviour's Days, who are ſuppoſed 
to ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, made Diſtinctions 
between the Power of God, and that of the De- 
vil; and put the Good inſtead of the Bad, and 
the Bad for the Good; and ſo muſt be ſuppoſed 
to be much worſe than it is to make no Diſtinction 
between them. ei es! 
Anſwer, if there is no Difference between Good 
and Evil, then it is no Crime to call Good Evil, 
and Evil Good; and by the ſame Rule, if what 


Mr. Chubb, and Mr. Fleming have advanced, 


namely, that if evil Beings work real Miracles 
to deceive and delude; and good Beings work 
real "Miracles to inform and reform Mankind, 
and none can diſcern between the one and the o- 
ther, then I do not ſee that it was any Crime to 
impute the Miracles of Chriſt to Beelzebub, ſeeing 


by their Suppoſition, it is not poſſible to diſcern 


between the one and the other. | 

The Senſe of all your Reaſoning on this Head 
I think amounts to this; namely, that if evil 
Beings, as well as good ones, can work real Mi- 
ractes to deceive and delude, that then the Per- 
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fetions of God cannnot be vindicated; and is 
the ſame in Senſe with what Mr. Chubb has ſup- 
poſed, viz, That if any befide God do, or have 
wrought Miracles, that then none can be certain 
that Miracles are not wrought to atteſt and vin- 
dicate a Falſhood; and when I ſay that Mr. 
Chub#s and Mr. Fleming's Notion naturally tends 
to ſuppoſe, that, none can diſcern any Difference 
between the Miracles wrought by the Agency and 
Power of God, and the Miracles wrought 
by the Power of the Devil; and that this 
is the ſame as to ſay, God's Power is not to be 
known from the Power of the worſt of Beings ; 
which, I think, our Lord repreſents to be the 
Sin againſt the Holy-Ghoſt, if wilful; yet I do 
not thereby charge either Mr. Chubb or Mr. 
Fleming with being guilty of that Sin ; becauſe, 
J ſuppoſe it is for Want of due Conſideration in 
them; even as. one Man may reproach another 
ignorantly, the Conſequence is the ſame, as tho? 
it was done wilful ; yet the Sin is not the fame, 
that is, the Perſon ſuffers Reproach the ſame, 
as tho' it was done with a premeditated Delign, 
and though the Ignorance of ſuch a Perſon will 
_ his Crime, yet it will not wholly excuſe 
im. 

This one Conſideration ſets afide the third 
Part of Mr. Chubb's Performance, for if the 
Criterion to know Miracles wrought, whether 
they are done by good or bad Beings, is to ex- 
amine whether they were wrought to do Good or 
Hurt, to promote Virtue or Vice, then all his 
Reaſoning on the Freedom of thoſe who work 
Miracles, to make an ill Uſe of their Power or 
not, as they pleaſe, all to no Purpoſe; for when 
2 Man workes a Miracle, we ate not to enquire 

- whether 
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whether he could make a bad Uſe of his Power, but 
oughttoenquire whether, he has made a good or bad 
Uſe of it. Mr. Chubb's Reaſoning on this Head, is 
juſt as though one Man ſhould ſee another relieve 
an Object of Pity, and he ſhall ſay within himſelf 
thus; this Man who has relieved this poor Crea- 
ture isa free Being, and fo has Power to uſe his A- 
bilities to do Good or Hurt with them; and there- 
fore I cannot tell, whether this Action of relieving 
the miſerable is a good or bad Action; only ap- 
ply this to the Caſe before us, and then his Argu- 
ment runs thus; Chriſt and his Apoſtles wrought 
many Miracles in the Vindication of the Goſpel, 
but they who wrought theſe Miracles 5 fres 
Beings, and therefore we cannot tell whether they 
were done with a good or bad Deſign, and there- 
fore we ought not to regard ſuch Evidences. 

I verily believe Mr. Chubb would not like ſuch 
Treatment from others; namely, that if he did 
a good Action, they ſhould ſay, Mr. Chubb is a 
free Being, and therefore we cannot judge 
whether this is a good or bad Action. Indeed be- 
fore an Action is performed by a free Being, we 
may ſay we don't know whether he will behave 
well or ill, but when once he has performed the 
Action, then *tis eaſy to ſee whether tis a good 
or a bad Action; but to repreſent Miracles 
wrought to vindicate the divine Orginal of a Re- 
velation, in this View, is monſtrous Prevarication; 
for theſe Miracles were wrought long ago, and 
don't now depend upon the Uncertainty of free 
Agency. I had once a good Conceit of the Deiſts, 
as being honeſt well-meaning Men, -but I find 
now, that Mr. Morgan and Mr. Chubb have dip- 
ped too deep into the Bag of Deceit, , 
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I have lately ſhewn that that learned Author 
of the Book called the Moral Philoepher, has been 


guilty of upward. of thirty Forgeries againſt the 
Bible, in my late publiſhed Vindication of the 
Bible; to which I have not yet ſeen an Anſwer, 
Again, Mr. Chubb is greatly miſtaken, concern - 
ing the Extent of a Revelation: He ſappoſee that 
a Revelation, not being given to all, ſhews Par- 
tiality in God: But if we will be determined in 
this Caſe by St. Paul, Rom. x. 18. there we find 
that the Sound of the Goſpel went out through all 


the Earth; and their Words to the End of the ” 


World: But I know it is to no Purpoſe to cite 
Texts of Scripture, to confute Mr, Chubb ; be- 
cauſe he don't regard that: But however, though 
he don't regard the Authority of theſe Writings, 
he hasnot yet given up the Authority of Reaſon ; 
and therefore I deſire Mr. Chubb will attend to 
my Reaſoning againſt him? In this Caſe Mr. Chubb, 
I believe, will not deny, but that if there was any 
Man now alive, in any Part of the World, who 
frequently raiſed the Dead, cured all Manner of 
Diſeaſes, and that with a Word's ſpeaking ; I fay, 
I ſuppoſe he will allow it to be expected that the 
Sound of ſuch a Man, and his Doctrine, would 
ſoon go through all the World, and ſoon be uni- 
verſally eſteemet ; if his Doctrine be agreeable to 
Reaſon, and the Nature of Things. | 

Is not this the only likely Way to render ſuch a 
Revelation univerſal, eſpecially if they who firſt 
taught his Doctrine, could do the like Miracles, 
and venture their Lives in Confirmation of their 
Suicerity : All theſe Circumſtances put toge- 
ther, are more than ſufficient, to render this Reve- 
lation univerſal. And this we find was the Caſ:, 
with reſpe& to our Lord's Doctrine: It ſoon mad: 
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its way through the whole known World; and 
I ſuppoſe would have continued univerſal to this 
Day, had not deſigning Men, by their Subtilty, 
rendered it unintelligible ; but this has been the 
unhappy Caſe, with reſpe ct to Chriſtianity, that 
notwithſtanding it is acknowledged by its Adver- 
faries to be a general Good to Mankind, 
yet Mr. Chubb has acted contrary to his own Ac- 
knowledgment, as I have abundantly made ap- 
pear in my Anſwer to his Goſpel ; fo that I think, 
I. may venture to ſay he has acknowledged the 
Valuableneſs of Cbriſt's Goſpel, and yet endea- 
voured to deſtroy it: Plain Contradictions! If he 
had adhered to the Convictions of his own Mind, 
according to his own Confeſſion, then he would 
not have thus acted. I think it would have been 
more becoming Mr. Chubb, to uſe his Power, 
which God has given him, to promote what he 


allows ſo fingularly uſeful to Mankind: But as 


he has thus contradicted his own Expreſſions, and 
profeſſed Experience, as I have proved in the fore- 
mentioned Anſwer to Mr. Chubb ſo I muſt fay 
it is now Chubb againſt Chubb, and I think I may 
juſtly ſay Chubb againſt God; he ſuppoſes P. 26. 
that if Miracles are at any Time, uſed to convince 
Mien of the divine Original of a Revelation, then 
when Men grow ſceptical and incredulous,as to the 
Truth of thoſe Facts, and fo are doubtful, with 
regard to the Divinity of that Revelation ; then 
he thinks Miracles are as uſeful to convince Man- 
kind, and he imagines it would be kind in God, 
to give freſh Miracles on that Occaſion, that is, 
when Men grow ſceptical and incredulous. 
Mr. Chubb, has here omitted mentioning one 
ſingle Caſe, which has cauſed him to run into this 
great Error; namely, that if thoſe who are _ 
g tica 
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tical. and - incredulous, have ſufficient Means 
afforded them to believe ; that is, if they 
impartially examine this Revelation, and can find 
it well atteſted with Miracles, and that thoſe who 
wrote theſe Miracles, ſealed the Truth of it with 


their own Suffcrings and Blood; and that there is 


nothing in this Revelation, contrary to God's Per- 
fections, and to the Nature of Things ; and that 
ſuch a Revelation appears to be of great Uſe. to 
Mankind. I fay, a Revelation thus atteſted, and thus 
circumſtanced, needs no freſh Miracles to confirm 
it, for they who will not believe a Revelation thus 


atteſted and thus circumſtanced as abovementioned, . 


will not believe if new Miracles were afforded them, 


and I am afraid Mr. Chubb, and others, have been too | 


haſty in their concluding againſt a divine Reve- 
lation: 
However, if Mr. Chubb will do any Thing 
to the Purpoſe, he ought to ſhew the World, that 
thoſe who produced Miracles, as a Confirmatiog 
that their Doctrines were from God. that they were 
Impoſtors, or that their Doctrine was not agreea- 
ble to God's Perfecticns, and the Nature of Things: 
If he cannot fairly prove one or both of theſe 
Things, then I imagine his fine- ſpun Sub- 
tilty will all be found at laſt to be Folly. 
There is no need of new Miracles unleſs one 
or both of the forementioned Things, can be dif- 
annulled ; that is, either they who wrote theſe 
Miracles, to prove a divine Revelation were Im- 
poſtors'; or it that cannot be fairly proved, then, 
that this Revelation, is contrary to God's Per- 
fections: I ſay, if Mr. Chubb cannot make, 14 


leaſt one of theſe two Things appear, then he will | 


appear, to be miſtaken. This Age, indeed is much 
given to be ſceptical : And I wiſh Mr. Chubb may 
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not be ſceptic, and delude himſelf and others out 
of Truth, P. 111. Mr. Chubò propoſes three Things. 
Firſt, That a ſure State of Exiſtence to Men 
and a future Retribution, were plainly and clear⸗- 
ly taught by Moſes and the Prophets, or elle 

Secondly, that Feſus Chriſt did not rightly 
underſtand Moſes and the Prophets, or elſe 
Thirdly, that there was another Moſes and the 
Prophets, which we are not acquainted with. 
Mr. Chubb is endeavouring to puzzle this Caſe, 
by ſuppoſing the Rich Man in Hell, more kind 

han Abrabam, P. 108, 109. and more willing 
to promote Repentance, and Reformation, than the 
Father of the Faithful. P. 108. and it is manifeſt, that 
he put this Queſtion to puzzle Chriſtianity, or, in o- 
ther Words, that it may appear that our Lord's Doc- 
trine was impertinent, I 10. and not to the Purpoſe: 
Now Mr. Chubb, that I may thoroughly con- 
vince you of your Miſtake in this Matter, I ob- 
Erve, Afs xxiii. 8. it is aid that the Sadducees ſay, 
that there is no Reſurrection, neither Angel nor 
Spirit: So that when our Lord diſputed againſt 
the Sadducees, Luke xx. concerning the Reſurrec- 
tion, he only ſhewed them that Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Jacob were then alive; he ſays not a Word 
of the Body being raiſed, but only as they were 
ſaid to be then alive; ſo the :Sadducees ſhowed 
themſelves ignorant of the Scriptures, and of the 
Power of God, Mat. xxii. 29. Now it was our 
Lord's proving the Exiſtence of Spirits, which 
put theſe Sadducees to Silence: Mat. xxii. 34. And 
the Exiſtence of Angels and Spirits, were a Teſ- 
timony of the Power of God, and an Expecta- 
tion of a Reſurrection. If this is the Caſe, then 
we find it was a common Doctrine with Moſes 
and the Prophets, to preach the Power of * | 

an 
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and the Exiſtence of Angels and Spirits; and they 
mention two, Enoch and Elijab, who were re- 
moved alive from this World to another, by 
which I think was diſcover'd the Power of God, 
and an Expectation of a future State. Thus we 
ſee that we need not hire Mr. Chubb, to look out 
after another Moſes and the Prophets for us ; nei- 
ther has Mr. Chubb any Reaſon to think 
Jeſus Chrift was ignorant of Moſes and theProphets. 

Now, Mr. Chubb, do you think that there is any 
need of new Miracles, to prove _— Chriſt 
was not ignorant of the Meaning of Moſes and the 
Prophets? for any to be ſceptical and incredu- 
lous, when at the fame Time there is ſufficient 
Evidence given, is to act contrary to the Nature 
of Things, and that is contrary to your own 
profeſſed Principle, which I think I have evident- 
ly proved you to be guilty of in your Goſpel,and in 
our Vindication of your Goſpel, and in your Diſ- 
courſe on Miracles, I defire an Anſwer, if you can, 
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A Diſpute between EBEN. Hewievr, 
and his FRIEND. 


E M. Sir, be pleaſed to tell me how you like 

my Pamphlet called Te Deiſt turn dCbriſtian. 
Friend. You write too much, and I will tell you 
you hurt yourſelf very much thereby. A certain 
Gentleman told me not long ago, that he would 
have done more for you, had it not been for your 
Writing : I will not mention his Name, but he is 
one who has been very ſerviceable to get you into 
Buſineſs. I tell you this to let you know in a 
friendly Manher, that you' have hurted yourſelf 
very much by your writing. Mr, B. June 1740: 
5 EP : Heu. 


(39) | 
_ Hew. Sir, I think it my Duty thus to write, be- 
cauſe I cannot find any one in the World, who 
will venture their All, to diſcover plain Truth, be- 
ſides myſelf ? I think myſelf in the worſt Situation 
that a Man can be in, in this World; namely, to 
be forced to act either contrary to my Friends, or 
my Conſcience. | | 
Friend. You have ſtruck out a new Path in Re- 
ligion, and therefore you muſt expect to meet 
with great Difficulties; this is always the Caſe 
. when new Ideasare produced. 
Hew. Sir, you know that all Arguments hi- 
therto produced by the Arminians, againſt the 
Papiſts, Caluiniſts and Deiſts, have proved in- 
ſufficient to their Conviction, and your Argu- 
ments have encouraged them in their unreaſona- 
ble Notions: Vou know they have been wrote a- 
gainſt by you many Years, to no other Purpoſe 
than.to puzzle the World; and now I have pro- 
poſed ſuch Arguments to you, as I think will na- 
turally reconcile you and your Adverſaries together. 
Friend. ] fear you propoſe to do greater Good 
to Mankind, than is in your Power to perform ; 
none yet has ever been able to reconcile theſe con- 
0 trary Parties together. 
Heu. Sir, you ſee, and have acknowledged, that I 
run great Hazards of great Inconveniencies, by my 
thus writing. I think you ought, as you profeſs 
yourſelf to be my Friend, to tell me wherein you 
think I am miſtaken; or if you will not do it for my 
fake, yet I think it concerns you to ſhew the 
World, that you are conſiſtent with yourſelf, if 
you can, 
Friend. I don't contradi& myſelf ; for I own 
that Men are juſtified and pardoned, becauſe they 
believe, and in that Senſe I reconcile Aa 
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don and Juſtification together to mean the fame 
Thing. 

Hew. That is, as I underſtand you; vie. be- 
cauſe Men believe, therefore they are brought in 
not guilty (which i is the true Senſe of Juſtifica- 
tion) 12 becaaſe they are found not to be guil- 
ty, therefore they are pardoned: "Ar not theſe 
plain Self- contradictions ? 5 

Friend. My Meaning is this; the Law W 
ted of no Mercy, no Repentance, no Forgiveneſs, 
bot there was a freſh Grant from God of Mercy, 

and they who believed in theſe Promiſes were juſ- 

/ tiftedand pardoned. 

Heu. That is, Faith in the Mercy of God, cau- 
ſed them to be accounted not guilty, and there- 
fore they were pardoned becauſe hoy" were not 

ilty : Self. contradictions : 

Friend. All the World are ſaid to be guiliy be- 
fore God, and yet are faid to be juſtified by Faith. 

Hew. If all the World were guilty before God; 
and yet juſtified, by Faith, then we are certain 
that as all/Men had not F aith, ſo the World in 

general were juſtified, that is acquitted of a 

Charge brought againſt them, of being univerſal- 

Iy wicked, becauſe ſome believed ; and I think this 
is made appear fo plain in my former Pamphlets, 
that none can gainſay it: And therefore I ſhall 
| . with you as a Friend theſe following 

Things 1 

27 That Jefttfication) E Pardon 8 
are two different Things; that is, when 

Perſons are juſtified, in that Caſe they do not 

need Pardon, and they who are pardoned, cannot 
in that Caſe be ſaid to be juſtified. © - 

Secondly, That free Juſtification and'Pardon of 

Sins ſpoken of in the New Teſtament, has no 

Relation 


„ = 
Relation to any other Generation, unleſs it is as an 
Example; that is, when it is ſaid Men were recon- 
ciled, jaſtified, pardoned, or ſa ved, it does not mean 
that we or any other Generation were hereby in- 
tended; only this we learn by it, that God will 
ſhewMercy to ſuch who want the Means of Know- 
| ledge; or, in other Words, what was written 
aforetime, was for our Learning, and not that we 
were intended as Perſons there ſpoken of, 
Thirdly, That Juſtification in the New Teſta, 
ment, ſpoken of as free, to which Mens good Ac- 
tions are not annexed, can mean no other than a 
temporal Juſtification, or being freed from tem- 
poral Calamities, becauſe of their Ignorance, and 
can have no Relation to Futurity. | 
Fourtbiy, That thoſe who were thus freely juſ- 
tified, were-not accounted wholly innocent, but 
ignorant; and at the Times of Ignorance, God 
winked, that is excuſed them, becauſe they want- 
ed Knowledge, we 8 
I fay. Heave theſe Things to your Conſideration. 
If this Deſeription of Scripture Juſtification be true, 
then the Popiſb and Calviniſis Notion of Juſtifi- 
cation by: Chriſt's Blood belonging to all Genera- 
tions, is vain and fabulouſs; but if en of all Ge- 
nerations were, and are juſtified by Chriſt's Blood 
equally, the ſame as they were and that eternally, 
then tis eaſy to vindicate the Papri/ts and Calvin- 
its Notion of free Juſtification * without good 
Works, The Papiſts andCahvini/ts evidently ſee that 
the Undettaking of Cbriſt, extends to both Good 
and Bad, Godly and Ungodly; that he is 
a Propitiation for the Sins of the whole 
World; that he taſted Death for every 
Man; that whilſt they were Enemies, they were 
reconciled to God by the Death of his Son; Sx 
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God juſtified*the Ungodly : ' Theſe and ſuch like 
Expreſſions plainly declare, that theſe Favours 
were - beſtowed on Men, independent, of good 
Works; and therefore the Papi/ts imagine that 
they may grant Pardons and Indulgencies, and fo 
make a Gain of Religion: The Calvinifts from 
the forementioned Expreſſion conclude, that Men 
are juſtified, pardoned, and accepted of God, with- 
out any Regard he had to good Works; thoſe who 
are got free of the forementioned Errors, yet have 
not accounted for theſe forementioned Expreſ- 
ſions; and ſo he has given their Brethren room 
to think that they are miſtaken : For thoſe Gen- 
tlemen who proteſt againſt Popery and Calviniſm, 
have not pretended to put any tolerable Senſe on the 
forementioned Texts; and becauſe I have propo- 
{ſed a Scheme, which naturally tends to reconcile 
Papiſts, Catviniſts, Deifts, and Arminians together, 
therefore many of them are become my Adverſa- 
ries, if not my Enemies ; but their Mouths are all 
ſhut, they can produce no Argument againſt what 
I have advanced. 

May 11. 174.1. I was with a Company of Mi- 
nit I propoſed to ConfiderationRom. iii. 23,24. 
All have finned and come ſhort of the Glory of God, 
and are juſtified freely by bis Grace, thrcugh the 
Redemption that 1s in Chriſt Jeſus : From whence 
I thought it was natural to conclude that all Sin- 
ners were juſtified ; but theſe Gentlemen ſaid that 
all could not be here meant as juſtified Perſons, be- 
cauſe in Verle 16. they are faid to be juſtified who 
believe. 

Juſt like the Calviniſt. in another Caſe, they 
ſay, becauſe Chriſt died for-his Sheep, for the E- 


ject, that therefore he did not die; for all theſe 
E Gen- 
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Gentlemen can ſee theſe Calviniſts Errors, and yet 
fall into as bad themſelves. 


May 4, 1741. I was in Converſation with theſe 


Gentlemen and propoſed to Conſideration, 


1. Fob. ii. 2. And be is a Propitiation for our Sins; 

and not for ours only, but alſo for the Sins of the 
whole World : They univerſally allowed that our 
Lord did not propitiate God, or make him 
more merciful ; ſome thought it might regard the 
Reſurrection of all ; but it was ſhewn that Propi- 


tiation and the Reſurrection of the Body, are ve- 


ry different Ideas, and therefore that could not be 
admitted. 

What remained therefore but that the Wicked, 
as well as the Good, had a Share in this Propitia- 
tion, and if this belongs to all Generations, and 
extends to a future State, then the Antinomian is 
the moſt conſiſtent Chriſtian in the World; fo 
that I think theſe Gentlemen, my Friends, muſt 
come over to my new Notions, or elſe 8 oh to 
contradict themſelves. 

However, if they can and will ſhow me any 
Miſtake I hall be thankful to them for their 


Trouble. 


This brings to my Thought a certain Queſtion, 
which a Gentleman deſired me to anſwer, namely, 
whether there is any eſſential Difference between 
natural and revealed Religion; to which I anſwer 
natural Religion is what comes to us by Nature 
internally, and revealed Religion is what is made 
known to us by externally by Teachings : Now 
that I may make this Caſe plain, 1 ſhall 4d 
thefollow! g Things. 

- Firſt, That if Men were to know no more of 
„than what comes by Nature, or without 

any 
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any Teaching, I believe they would know ver 
little abour it. | | 
Secondly, we are not to confider Mankind now 
in the ſame Condition as they were in, when Men 
wete firſt made upon the Earth, when they had no 
Experience of the Nature of Things, in _ 
riſon to what ſo many. Thouſand Years of Ex- 
perience has produced from one Generation to a- 
nother; and therefore I take it that the former 
Generations ſtood more in need of Miracles, to 
ſignify the Will of God to them than we do now. 
So that the Anſwer to the preſent Queſtion is 
plainly this, viz. That the Difference between | 
natural and revealed Religion is this ; the former | 
is Reaſon uncultivated, the latter is Reaſon im- 
proved, If a Child was brought up without any 
Learning, ſuch a Child muſt be ſuppoſed to be ve- 
ry ignorant, in compariſon to what he ſhould be 
if he had ſufficient Inſtructions. 
Take a Child, and bring him up without teach- 
ing him any Thing, and then what Religion he 
has, muſt be ſuppoſed natural; and whatever is 
made known to him by his Parents ; or any other 
Being, muſt be called Revelation, and that of it 
which tends to Religion, is to him revealed Reli- 
gion, and hereby I think it is eaſy to find out the 
Difference between natural and revealed Reli- 
gion. | 
Mr. Fleming in P. 30. ſuppoſes that God does 
not permit or ſuffer Deluſions from inviſible Be- 
ings, becauſe he has prohibited any vifible Beings | 
to uſe Arts to propagate Vice. But pray Mr. Flem- 
ing, do we not frequently ſee Men uſe Arts to pro- 
pagare Vice, which is by God's Permiſſion, tho 
e has prohibited it, and why may not the ſame 
be ſaid of inviſible Beings ? 
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i This Argument has no Were! in it to- con- 

3 futs Mr, Chubb, but rather tends to ſtrengthen his 
Unbelief, and your denying real Miracles to be 
wrote to deceive and delude, cannot anſwer your 
own Deſign, becauſe you allow of Slight of Hand, 
and holding the Eye to beguile Men, P. 28, 29. 
which ſerves the ſame Purpoſe as a Miracle to 
them who are beguiled thereby: And fo tho you 
deny real Miracles to deceive; yet you leave hold- 
ing the Eye, and Juggling in its Room, which 
| ſerves to deceive and delude, and therefore I con- 
clude you muſt be of my Opinion,if you. haye any 
Deſign to prevail againſt „ 

Mr. Chubb frequently tells us that the Law of 
Nature i is a perfect Law to all intelligent Beings, 
in his late Enquiry into the Foundation of Re- 
ligion. , 

The Dictionary tells us, that the Law of Nature 
means Inſtinct in Nature, an in ward Motion or 
Perſuaſion of the Mind or natural Inclina- 
ene 
4 r abferve that Men” s Minds may be 
4 . perſuaded of ſome Things, vhich are in them- 
; ſelves contrary to Reaſon, and ſo Reaſon may be 
3 .contrary to the Law of Nature, according to the 
: true Meaning of theſe Words. 
2. Secondly, If according to the Dictionary, the 
Tau of Nature fignifies Inſtinct in Nature, then 
Reaſon is not the Law of Nature, but ought to go- 
F vern che Law of Nature: But I deſign toconfider | 
> theſe Things more particular | hereafter. - | 
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